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Living with Japanese Elegance .
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Living with Japanese Elegance

Kyoto Amplitude offers rich living spaces, made to the measure of

contemporary sensibilities. Our spaces are deeply grounded in the
wisdom and skill of artisans, and in the profound spirituality and
aesthetic consciousness of Japanese tradition.






The word “amplitude” simultaneously expresses ideas of richness, depth, and range. By making use
of artisanal techniques and materials unique to Japan, we offer a new form of richness.

The skills of Japanese artisans and the materials that they work with have been cultivated over
many years. For this reason, they do not just embody functionality and beauty; they also express
culture and thought. We do not simply inherit these skills and materials as “tradition.” Instead,

we recompose them into the texture of contemporary buildings, interiors, and products, thereby
creating a new sense of value for this craftsmanship, in which it can live and breathe together with
new spaces and ways of living.

We connect Kyoto’s artisans and crafts to contemporary design, bringing out the possibilities
that exist within these traditional techniques and materials. Based on our deep understanding
of materials and methods, we participate in every stage of production, from conceptualization
and planning; selecting materials and styles; and the creative direction of production in close
collaboration with artisans.

Interior design We design spaces for a wide range of purposes, including residential,
commercial, and exhibition spaces. Balancing functionality with aesthetic
refinement, we offer spatial experiences based on a clear concept.

Product design We design furniture, fixtures, artworks, and other elements that make
up a space. Placing utmost importance on the relationship with their
surrounding environment, we offer objects that complement and reinforce

the overall atmosphere of the space.

Design consulting Engaging with projects from their earliest stages, we also offer design
direction services, encompassing concept development and brand

building. We support everything from clarifying an overall direction to the

translation of ideas into concrete forms.
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Since ancient times, the culture of Japan has
developed together with nature. Japanese people
have invited nature into their living spaces; by
living alongside it, they have come to feel at one
with the natural world and the tranquility that it

Living with Nature
brings to daily life.




Living Within the Passage of Time

The changing seasons, the flow of time, the
gentle interplay of light and shadow—Japanese
people have long cherished the fleeting beauty
found in each moment of transformation. All
things change with time, and these very shifts
have nurtured our rich sensibility.

T S HEO of R 0V S (v

3

o OF C 9 0k ) O TR FF

D FASTACTNAENTET A )

oF M A oV A RS

RUCHOFT | oS ARSI FES AT >H M

SOV HO T ONRS Ty

SEHPEADR

N
St

S



Living with Artisanal Masterpieces

In every era, Japanese artisans have skillfully
worked over natural materials, producing a wide
range of tools and peerless objects. An artisanal
spirit, full of devotion, lives in these things,

crafted with such extraordinary time and care.
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A Timeless Japanese Tradition

A certain spirituality and aesthetic
consciousness exists within the Japanese view
of nature. The Japanese spirit of cherishing
things and passing them down still breathes

in our lives today, and by infusing this spirit
with contemporary sensibility, the wisdom of
Japan—harmonizing with nature and treasuring
things—can still cultivate new value in our lives
today. We aim to carry this spirit into the future.







Bringing Forth a New Allure of Materials

Refined at every turn through innovations in materials and design,
the wisdom and skill of Japanese artisans have been passed

down to the present day. By infusing them with a cutting-edge
contemporary perspective, we bring forth an unprecedented allure
in these materials.
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Gold and Silver Thread and Foil — Known to the world as “Zipangu, the Land of Gold,” Japan was
also a “Land of Silver,” boasting one of the world's largest outputs. Foil hammered to the utmost
thinness has been used in crafts, architecture, and the finest of Japanese attire. Emitting an elegant
luster, gold and silver have long been woven into the lives of Japanese people through a myriad of
forms and techniques.
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Ceramics — Taking into account the variety of clays, and the use or absence of various glazes, the

tactile and textural possibilities of ceramics are nearly infinite. Among many other styles, we work
with Raku ware, a direct expression of the tea ceremony spirit of wabi, and Kyo-kawara, distinctive
roof tiles that shape the streetscape of Kyoto. Both of these materials bring forth new forms of
expression when they are used in contemporary spaces.

28



ey 7 R 2 A
- % v 7 bh MKW
5 7 R GA R R R
DR F AR R E
oY ¥ 2 OK R
Lo o 1 f % g
For v Moo 2
T 2 0 5 5 F B L
T » 2 B E B £ C
2 M F L o B %
T ¥ "/ s WM
S T o X %
5 ’ i ) o E
° ¥ R T %
T & g 3%

° ESN%)

L &

7z U

-

Dyeing and Weaving — From kimonos and court robes to the fabrics that adorn spaces, Japanese

artisans have produced a wide array of traditional textiles. Whether in the rustic simplicity of a plain
cloth tinted with natural dyes, or in the resplendent brilliance of Kyoto’s famed Nishijin-ori fabric,
woven with threads of gold and silver—through textures, luster, and a dizzying array of materials,
such textiles delight us with their multifarious charms and richness.
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Urushi Lacquer — With the passage of time, the transparency of lacquer deepens, and its luster

grows ever richer. Widely used across Asia, in Japan lacquer was elevated to the level of an elegant
finishing material and technique. Exceptionally durable, with preservative, waterproofing, and even
antibacterial properties, lacquer was used extensively in the furnishings of aristocratic culture, fine
art objects, and the architecture of temples and shrines. Today, it continues to lend its elegance to
spaces of sophistication.
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Wood — Japan is home to a great variety of distinctive woodworking techniques for architectural

fittings, including the techniques of sashimono joinery and kumiko latticework—neither of which
uses even a single nail. When the refined skill of artisans meets natural wood, the grain and unique
gradation of color in each plank brings forth a wealth of expressive character.
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Bamboo — Growing quickly and easy to work over, bamboo has long been a familiar material to
Japanese people; it is used in everything from daily utensils to building materials. Combining the
strength to grow straight and true with a supple malleability, it allows for a wide range of expression,
from intricate work to bolder, more powerful forms.
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Plasterwork — Finished by the skilled hand of a plasterer with a trowel, a plaster finish imparts a

distinctive texture and atmosphere to a space. Japanese techniques of plastering utilize a distinctive
blend of natural materials, including soil, sand, lime, straw and more. Plaster marries form and
function: it is widely known not just for its aesthetic qualities, but also for its environmental
performance—it boasts properties of moisture regulation, thermal insulation, and fire resistance.
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Metal — In Japan, metal is shaped through a variety of techniques, including casting, forging,

fold-forging, lathe turning, and more. From the crisp and cool radiance of a polished mirror finish
to rich textures that bear the marks of the hand, its expressions emerge out of the dialogue between
the artisan’s skill and the material’s inherent character. The beauty of metal deepens with time. Its
shifting, evolving texture quietly reflects the years it has accumulated, and this value develops ever

further as it is passed down.
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u / Wall
%18 / Lime plaster

J& / Floor
&=/ E |/ Polished plastering

v—7—7) / Low Table

#t W/ Urushi
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@] / Pendant light
2 &R / Cedar & washi paper

X4 =>25—7) [ Dining Table
RGP —2 [ Plant-dyed oak

M / Upholstery
PEfE#% / Nishijin textile
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HIARZVY— | Glass screen

W52 | Textile glass

K / Wall

7T & ¥ / Bamboo & urushi

7—7)v / Table

%t i1 / Urushi
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N—2LF¥>3—/Room number

bl IS

$54:% | Ornamental metalwork

77—/ Wall Art

L ®#8 / Shimenawa (rice straw)

BERK / Wallcovering
fPIBEHR | Textile wallcovering




7 V7 [/ Chandelier
/ Kumiko

“H\'

JEHE / Lighting Wall
FI#% / Washi Paper

Y77 | Sofa
P / Nishijin Textile
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77—k 0L [ Art Panel
P / Nishijin Textile

H &=+ w7 [ Counter top
Bt EF / Urushi

AU R —~—2Z [ Counter base
B8 / Lime plaster
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K/ Ceiling
Jkili#2 / Kitayama Cedar

7—1/Art
BESRSE / Burnished Silver Leaves

J& / Floor
57 n—1 > 2 Wood Flooring
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Japanese Elegance, Reawakened for Today

Backed by a profound spirituality and the skill of artisans, Japanese craftsmanship

is defined by a rigorous selection of materials and an unwavering dedication to the
beauty of the detail. This tradition shines all the more brilliantly today, as it resonates
with new global values. In the living spaces that we offer, the richness of Japanese
beauty and contemporary sensibility breathe as one.
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Living with Japanese Elegance
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Japanese Elegance, Reawakened for Today



www.amp-kyoto.co.jp




